Minutes of a meetins held on Friday, 19t.

January, at 11,30 at Crown House, Aldwych,

PRESENT: TREXBEIXNARIDIAVEEXLYXERALER,
Mr, James Lawrie
»-"?
AP Miss Anne Wood
§;¥€?f:’ Mr, Erie Crosiér,
Mr. Benjumin Britten.

Miss Elizabeth Sweeting.

le As Mr, Lyttleton was uanfortunately called away and could not attend
the meeting, the number of directors present did not make up the necessary
quorum of threes Mr, Lawrie suggested that those present should form a
Commiftee, subudtting minutes of the meeting to the next Direetors meeting,

8 Wood asked that an emendation should be made of her statement in

B ih 5 of the minutes of the last meeting. It should read 'Miss Wood
stdd that she and the General lanager calculated that a sum of £8,000

would be needed to cover running costs and a new production in 1950/51, to
meet which the ts Council grant contributed £3,000 only. If this could
be sed l‘ £5,000, it seemed prebable that the remaining £3,000 could

be covered from the FEnglish Opera fGroup Association and other sources, '

3« Miss Wood, Mr. Crogzier & Mr, Britten said that they had had conversations
with lire Foy, who seemed a likely successor to Miss Sweeting as General
Mansger, . They asked that Mr. Lawrie should meet him, ir. Foy had useful
eonnections through his ageney and his recording company, and would be
willing to run the E,0.G. from his London office. It was thought reasonable
that his appointment with a salary not to exceed £750 should be discussed,

Le A letter from Mr. Cuthrie to Mr. Britten was then discussed, Mr.
Guthrie reported that he had had an unaffiecial conversation with Mr. Donald
Albery, with the idea that sir Bronson Albery should undertake the manage-
ment of the B,0,6, from the offices of his own company. The Commlttee
felt this would not be an entirely satisfactory arrangement, since, with
the pressure of their own plans, the theatre management would probably
¥ 7 e able to devote to the E,0.0., all the necessary attention and it
~ould in any case be essential for a General Manager appointed by the
BE.0.G. to deal with the other management.

5, A note from Mr. Lyttelton was read, reporting a conversation with sir
Ernest Pooley, lir. Lyttelton had Beld him that an extra grant of £3,000
wag necessary to fulfil engagements in 1950, Sir Ernest Pooley was
sympathetie and stated his view that the Group might receive an extra
grant in respect of 195h. MPB, Lyttelton asked that this should be £3,000
in addition to the £3,000 which the E,0.G.ordinarily receives, this to
be without prejudice to the Group's receiving mores He had urged the
neecessity for speed, in order that the reguirements of the bank should
be satisfied and Sir Ernest had promisgsed to obtain a deeision Tfrom the
Exeeutive Committee as soon as possibles lir, Crozier pointed out that
if the £3,000 earmarked for 1951 were to Ue used for 1950, this would

o



make a new production for the the year of the Festival of Britain
impossible., The Committee decided that further advice and help

:heuld be sought from Mr. Eric White at the earliest possible oppor-
unity, ;

6e Mr. Lawrie suggested that a season of the Children's Opera at the
Lyric, Hammersmith, during the Easter holidays would be welcomed by
the public. Planning for this season would be the first charge of
the new General lMsnager, In the meanwhile, liiss Sweeting was asked
to write to Mr. Perry, Administrator of the Company of Four, to ask
what arrangement might be made for sueh a season, supposing that the
theatre were free at this time. Miss Wood pointed out that the
period was a busy one for singers and that provisional plans must be
settled as soon as possible in order to reserve the serviees of the
east of "Let's Make an Opera" and to plan rehearsals.

7s The General Manager informed the meeting that a Television perfor-
mance of "Let's lake an Opera" from the Theatre Royal, Stratford, was
**eheduled for February 5th, and a broadeast of the work in the Home

srvice on Mareh 5th. Facilities fees to the Group from these two
performances would amount to £100,

8« The Committee proposed that the passing of the Balance Sheet for
1948 should be referred to the next Directors M&eting. #ir. Lawrie
asked why it was so late in appearing. lilss Wood explained that the
business of the year had included the separate establishment of the
Opera Studio and the E,0,@,Association, and that thewe had been a
great deal of business concerned with the clearing of the banking
accounts and the constitutions of these two concerns, The absence
of the General Manager aeting as Company Manager on tour in England
and abroad had also delayed the final settlement of gueries which
had arisen,

The meeting then terminated.



ENGLISH OF GROL

MINUTES of the Directors' ieeting
Held at Crown House, Aldwych. 7.C.2.

on
lst darch, 1950,

ihose Present: The President: The Earl of Harewood
- The Chairman: ¥r. James Lawrie
Directors: The Hon T,¥, Horder
Hr. Erwin Stein
Artini:le ¥iss Anne Wood
Directors: ir. Benjamin Britten.

General Manager: ir. Henry Yoy,

1.

3

L.

5e

Owing to the absence of the Chairmusn on Parliamentary business
sr. Horder, proposed lr, James Lawrle should take the Chair.
The proposal was seconded by ur. Zrwin Stein.

“r. Lawrle the Directors present whether they would adopt the
#inutes of the Committee seeting held on 10th February. 1t
was agreed this should be done, but that line 4. paragraph 6.
should be altered to read "from the funds available to them
for 1951" this alteration was made, and the ¥inutes confirved
and signed,

8 nu : Mr. Lawrie proposed that a warmer
expression ra e conveyed to Kiss Sweeting, Ly Nr
Poy, the General Hanager. 'r. Lawrie seid, and ¥r. Foy agreed
that ¥iss Sweeting had been of considerable help to him, and it
was quite possible he might still have to call on her from '
time to time. Wr. Lawrie suggested that u further two weeks
salary should be sent to her as a slight recognition of her
work for the Group. This was seconded by lr., Horder, and
carried, '

iir. Lawrie asked ir., ¥oy to quote from Sir Ernest fbolo:'a letter
of 6th FPebruary, 1950.

ir. Yoy read a letter from The Arts Council dated 13th

Februury offering a grant of £2,500 (two thousand five hundred
pounds) towards the Group's production of “The sleeping

Children" (Zasdsle) in 1950 but the letter contsined s proviso that
"The Sleeping Children" should be presented asgain during the
"Festival of Britain in 1951, and also stated that there may be
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Se no further granta available to The English Opera Group from the
Couneil for or in 1951. MrlLawrie s=id in view of this, it was
not possible to guarantee to present "The Sleeping Children®
in 1951 although the Gro.p had every intention of doing so. Xias
Wood said she did not think The Arts Council had finslly decided
not to give any wore grant to the Group for 1951-2 but that the
projected ¥ive Year Plan of The Arts Council might have some
bearing on the matter. lir., Lawrie suggested Mr, Poy should
draft a letter to The Arts Council asking them to clear up
paragraph "(b)" It might mesn we would receive no further
"1951Featival” grant, but if by any chanee it means we are not
going to receive a 51-52 grant at all, we cannot agree to
condition “(b)"., ir. Lawrie asked that the draft letter be sent
to him, and he would discuss it with xr. Lyttelton.

. %o-electiou of niroetoig. Referring to the proposed inerease

i n e number o0 rectors of The English Opera OGroup, ir. Foy.
said this would involve an alteration of the Articles of
Assoclation of the Company. This alteration could be made by
means of an Extraordinary Resolution to be put to a general
meeting. Twenty one daye clear notice notice of the

resolution must be given to all members of The English Opera
Group.

Te iir. Lawrie, proposed the three retiring Directors be re-clected
at the Annusl General Yeeting, and that he would discuss with the
Chairman about the ixtrsordinary meeting.

8. ur. Britten asked what should be done about other Directors, and
made & suggestion that ur. Isadore Eaplin, lawyer and M¥r. Anthony
Gishford, of Boosey and Hawkes, who were both extremely imterested
in the Oroup should both be invited to become Directors.

. ¥r. Stein proposed subject to the approval of the Chailrman that
Y ¥r. Kaplan be asked to become a Director of the Group. This
was seconded by ir. Horder,

1% Mr. Foy told the meeting of his conversation with Nr. John Perry
of "The Company of Four" He explained that owing to the difficulty
of obtaining the artists, most of them being otherwise engaged
for the Zaester period, it was declded it would not be possible
to undertake a tour at Easter

11, ur. Britten thought it = good thing the Zaster tour was out.

12, ¥r. Poy said he had discussed with Mr. Perry the possibility
of a tour of four weeks in Noveuber to be followed rtunedintel:
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by & season at the Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith, but suggested
the terms should be different from last year's and should be
arranged at the Lyric Theatre, Hammersuith, on a percentage
basis, but that a salary should be accepted for the tour.

Lord Harewood suggested we did not take C.mbridge as it lost
money.

ir. Lawrie proposed that they should authorise the General
Wanager to negotiate for the Lyriec Theatre, Hammersmith, for a
season commencing the beginning of December for "Let's iake an
Opera" on a percentage basis, and a guaranteed figure for the
tour commencing December,

Hre. Britten said they did not wish to go to theatres which are
too large ae the children's voices ecould not be heard.

iir. Lawrie sald the General Manager should consult with Mr.
Britten about the suggested towns.

¥r. Yoy said he had received an enquiry from the Cuildford
Festival for one evening performance., Nr. Britten said that
Wellington School had suggested a performance for one night
and he thought if a series could be arranged, say four nights
in one week it may pay.

¥r. Foy read a letter from Belfast regarding dates in the Autumn
Miss Anne Wood said they had been approached before by Belfast
but negotiations always broke down on a question of finance.

ir., Poy read a letter from Cheltenham with regard to the
alteration of the Pestival programme., lir. Lawrie suggested ¥r.
Britten and Mr. Foy should consult together re: the Cheltenham
problem,

ir. Poy said the actual machinery of lanagement had been very
difficult owing to the outside comulttments of the Artistie
Directors.

Mr. Britten suggested an Executive Management Committee and an
increagse in the number of Artistic Directors, to meet about
once a week and consult on any points arising. He suggested
Miss Joan Cross and kr. Peter Pears should become Artistiec
Directors, and asked Lord Harewood to be Chairman. Mr. Horder
it formalised the Artistic Directors into a Committee. ¥r,
Lawrie, thought it an excellent idea, but pointed out it was not
practical to keep adding to the names of Artistic Directors on
the publicity matter, but by forming an Executive Comuitte of
Artistic Directors, and asking them to work on this committee
it would obviate this,
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Mr. Britten said it would help to have Miss Joan Cross and
lir. Peter Pears made more formally responsible for decision
requested by us, and their inclusion on this Committee
would ensure this.

Mr. Lawrie suggested the Chalrman should be consulted before
any action taken,

Mr, Britten will econsult with Mr. Crozier.

Mr, Horder proposed the Executive Committee should be
put forward as a formal resolution at the next meeting,

FINANCE The Bank are walting for a letter from Head Office

authorising an increase of the Overdraft limit to £h.800,

Mr. Lawrie, sald he would arrange to go to the bank,

There being no other business the meeting terminated,



ENGLISH OPERA GROUP _LTD.

MINUTES of DIRECTORS' MEETING
held at 27, Soho Square, London, W.l.
on
22nd March, 1550. at 4. 30.p.m.

Present:
President The Earl of Harewood.
Directors: Mr, J.H. Lawrie. (in the Chair)

The Hon T.M. Horder
Mr. Erwin Stein.

Artistic Directors: Mr. Benjamin Britten
Mr. Eric Crozier.

Arts Council: Mr.E.W. White.

General Manager:: Mr. Henry Foy.

1. WMinutes of the Committee meeting held on lst WMarch 1950, were
approved and signed.,

2o Resignation of The Rt Hon Oliver Lyttelton was accepted. lir.
Lawrie proposed that a letter of appreciation and thanks for his

work in connection with the Group should be sent to him. This was
carried unanimously,

Be A resolution proposed by Mr. Stein that Mr. J.H. Lawrie be
appointed Chairman was seconded by Mr. Horder and carried,

L. A letter was read from Mr. Tyrone Guthrie, tendering his
resignation as a Director, because of his receiving payment
from the Group as a producer,

5 Mr. Lawrie proposed that Mr. Isador Caplin be appointed a
Director; this was seconded by Mr. Stein and carried. Mr.
Lawrlie also proposed Mr. Anthony Gishford's appointment as a
Director which was seconded by Mr. Horder and carried.

6. It was reported that "The Sleeping Children" could not now be
produced this year. The £2.500 grant from The Arts Council
would not therefore be taken up this year, but "The Sleeping
Children" could be produced for the 1951 Festival; there was also
a possibility of producing "Dido and Aeneas"
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Mr White asked that the Group's plans for 1951 be sent

to him so that the guestion of a special Festival.allowance
for 1951 be clarified, He explained that more favourable
consideration might be given to a later rather than an
earlier application, and in reply to a guestion from MNr.
Britten said the Autumn would be the right time to apply.

It was decided that Miss Joan Cross and Mr. Peter Pears
be asked to serve on an Executive Committee along with
the Artistie Directors, under the Chairmanship of Lord
Harewood.



ENGLISH OPERA GROUP LTD

MINUTES of DIRECTORS' MEETING held
at 27 Soho Square, Tondon, W.1.
on
12th June, 1950 at 3,0, p.m.

Present:
President: The Earl of Harewood
Pirectors: Mr, J.H.Lawrie (in the chair)

Mr. Isador Caplan

Mr. Anthony Gishford
The Hon. Mervyn Horder
Mr, Erwin Stein

Artistic Directors: Mr. Benjamin Britten

Miss Anne Wood

Arts Council: Mr. E.W.White
General lManager: Mrs Henry Foy
1s The Minutes of the previous meeting were approved after it had

3

Lo

5e

6s

been pointed out that there was an error in the date ha@ading,
and initialed.

Arising from the Minutes it was decided that the T.iverpool 1951
Festival should be offered the choice from our existing
repertoire without a new production.

The General Manager peported that the Company of Four would
allow us the Lyric Theatre Hammersmith for a Season in May 1951,

It was approved that we advance the first night of 'Dido and
Aeneas' from June to May.

Mr. E«WsWhite explained a misunderstanding whereby Sadlers

Wells had presumed the English Opera Group would not produce
Dido in 1951.

The Chairman decided to write to Mr. Smith of Sadlers Wells
expressing his regret over this misunderstanding and informing
them of our proposed produection dates for this Opera,
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It was decided to whthhold any press announcement until
an answer had been received to this letter,

Mr. Eric Crozier's letter of resignation was discussed.

It was decided that Mr. Britten approach Mr. Basil Coleman,
and that subject to his approval he should be appointed.

If Mr. Coleman were unable to accept, the Executive Committee
should submit other names to the Board,
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HSETINQ*'OF THE SNGLISH OPERA GROUP SAECUTIVE
HELD ON 8Ty AND 9TH OCTOBER, .350.

——

Those present:

The Rt. Hon. The Barl of Harewood.

J.ll., Lawrie.

Benjamin Britten.
eter Pears.
Joan Cross.

Basil Coleman,
Brwin Stein.
Anne Wood.,

Henry Foy (part of the time).

v was agree& that llenry Foy be asked by the Directors
to resign, _

It was agreed that approacnes to Dasil Douglas to
accept the General lianagership be followed up and Anne Wood
was empowered to discuss the job fully with him and ask him
to consider a salary of £800 p.a. to increase as the work
of the Croup increased, plus un office (to be found), Secretary
and such accounting assistance as was later agreed to bé
necessary . .

It was agfeed that Llizabeth Sweeting's offer of
help be accepted anfi that she should work at tne office as
much as she could im an attempt to straighten out current
afifairs.

Basil and Anne reported that they were going througn
the position of the "Let's Make an Upera" season the same
evening with Henry Foy and that a report would be handed
to ilizabeth Sweeting for her immediate follow-up.

Bprisn Basdale and Tyrone Cuthrie came to go through
their opera and discuss cast. It was agreed:-

(a) that the work wazs not really full length and
should be accompznied by "The Wandering Scholar".
This point had still to be agreed with Tony

and rrian.

(b) that Brian and Tony should see the WMilhaud
opera the following night with a view %o
having Jennifer Vyvyan and arshur Servant
in the cast, and of approving tne designer.

(e) that iqn#hproduce the opera if #he cast could
rehesrge with him for three weeks from 23rd
\pril = Prisn, Coleman and Tony, to polish
it up meir the opening date.
(d) that Nawman Del Var eondwct the opera.
It wag reported that it seemed extremely unlikely

that John Cieliud gould produce "Dido" and agreed that Joan
should. iy

There waé some discussion on what piece should go
with "Dido". Suzgestion: lonteverdi. lo decision.

" 1

B oo,



8. It was agreed that the Lyric season sinould start
on Yonday, T7th lMay with "Dido" and continu: for three weeks,
I+t was agreed that the season should consist of:

4 performances of "Dido".

5 e (B * "Lucretia®,

5 " " “He rring "

2 . " "ﬁeggar s Opera”.

1 performunce " "Let's Make" (plus matinees).
9. Casting.

(i) It was agreed that "The Beggar's Opera" be done with
the recent cast.

(b) It was agread that Kathleen Ferrier be asked
to do three performaunces of "Lucretia" with
Joan, Peter, Mabel, Nielsen and Krips. - To
be decided:
(1) Larquinlus. .
(11) Collatinus. (? Harold Williams, 7 Richard
(iii) Junius, 3tanden).

(e¢) It was decided that two later performunces of
"Lucretia" be given with a change of cast to
inciude Jennifer, Nancy and Anne, Jther
changes to;be discussed.

(@) For "Albert Herring" it was agreed to:
(i)  try and find . second Lady
- Billows - Huth Naylor, Lmelie
" llooke s
ii iss VWordsworth - setile Lose.
(iii) t¥y Max as Albert,
(iv) +try valgtta Iacopi as Flo.
v) cover for Nancy - ? Mary Grimmett.
(vi) an alternative for Anne Sharp.

(e) Casting for "Dido“ was discussed. Decisions
to be made:

'Ti; Is Peter to do Aeneas?

(ii Alterndtive Belinda for Mabel.

Designer alse to be decided.




ENGLISH _OPERA . GHOUP. LTD.

Minutes of the Executive Committee, held at 2, Ome Square, W.2., on
Thursday 9th November, 1950.

Fregent:-

1. Financial Position.

Re

8.

4.

8.

7.

Betimstes for 1951,

Storage.

L.C.M.C. Concert.

The Eerl of Hsrewood.
Migs Joan Cross.
iss Anne Wood.

Mr Benjamin Britten.
lr Peter Pears.

Mr H. F, Wellils.

Hr Brwin Stein.

My Basil Douglas.

Reported (&) That the hank had refused to honour
any more chegues.

(b) That Sir Ernest Pooley would receive
& deputation from the Board of Directors on Fiiday
November 17+th.

{e} That the estimates show that byhthe
end of the Lyric run there will be an overdraft of
%5,000 including creditors. - Guarantees amount to
£5,800, loans to &5,800, leaving4 2,000 to cover
overdraft and ereditors, snd therefore a defieit of
£3,000. Subject to a successful outcome of the
vieit to the Arts Council, guarantees will be sought
1o cover this deficit.

Estimates for the production and rumning costs for
the 1951 productions were prepared, for submission
to the Arts Council,; together with a memorandum
detailing the aims and achievements of the Group
to date.

Storage space reported available bslonging to (a)

Miss Woed, in Harley Place and (h) Wataeys Ltd.,
in Notting Hill Gate. To be investigaved by Mr
Wallis and Mr Douglas.

e~

Decided to sccept provisionally an invitation by

the L.C.M.C. to give a concert in thelr Festival
serles. Mgy 22nd considered the most suitable
date; Mr Douglas to talk to Mr Edward Clark, and
propose a fee of £250,08.0d.

{a) Dido.and Acneas. Mr Douglas to report to Mr

Norman Tucker that it was most unlikely that Nancy
Evans would be avallable to Sadlers Wells for their
production.

AB) - Mr Douglas and Miss Wood to discuss with Mr
Chanberlain the possibility of taking Sadlerb Wells
for a fortnight in July, (18th - 28th).

Agreed to abandon season at the Lyric, if and when
g Sadlers Vells congract for July should meterialiss,

Thursday, 16th November, at 10,15 a.m., at 2, Orme
Squarse,

O W R NN RERR



Mimites of the Executive Committee, held at

18th November.

Present:

8. Minutes of
Brevions Negiing.

S. Flnancizl
Pogition. (le).

10. Batineten for

1951, (2).

11.Storage.(5).

13.8edler's Wells. (5h)

14%&.&%%&&-

15.Copeghagen,

18 Katiloen Ferrior.

i7. tenhanm,

-] ISH _OP U2, - LTD.

2, Orme Square, on Thursday,

The Earl of Harewood.
Miss Joan Cross,
Miss Anne Wood.

Mr Benjamin Britten.
¥r Peter Pears,

Mr Erwin Stein.

My H. F., Wallis.

Mr Basil Douglsas.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
plgned.

4ir Wallig' anelysis of the Bank Recelpts during
71950 was discussed and spproved.

Further estimates discussed in preparation for
Yhs deputation to the Arts Council on Friday,

Bovember 17th.
Nothing further.

YMr Douglas reported conversation with Mr Edward
‘Clark and instructsd to confirm our provisionmal
acceptance in writing, and propose that s new work
should be commissionad.

Mir Douglas and Mise Wood had besn to see Mr Tucker
ond Hr Chamberlain af Sadler's Wells, who welcomed
the prospect of the English Onera Groun taking
Sadler's Wells from July 18%h to 23th. A loss of
£400 a weck thought inwviteble, unless Sedler's Wells
could be persuaded to sccept a cut fee. . (Receipts
ebout £2,400 for eight performances — Sadler's Wells
fee aboutzgsoo, our costs aboutd 2,000, pluse 200 for
prianting aad advertising,

Mr Douglas to write and invite their most favourable
terms.

Agreed that Mr Dougles should also write to the
Lyrie, inviting Lhelr most favourable terms,

Mir_Douglas reported visit from Hr Blicher-Hensen, who
ie saxious for the Grour to visit Scendinavie next

- dutumn, (Copenhagen, Oslo, and Stockholm). Agreed
that the month of October might be reserved for this
visit, but thal Mr Dietrichsan's temms should also
be saught. HMr Douglas to write to both these
gentlemen.

Reported to be available for MLucretia’ between
July 20th and 25th.

Mr Wilkinson had agrsed to send Mr Douglas cepies of
nis correspondence with Mr Foy.
ihea be prepared.

in estimate could




I8, Hilliam leggn.

?0. Hext Meeting:

Mr Douglas to ask him, before he leaves for Igchia,
to conduct Facade in Cheltenhey,Holland and Liverpool,
and discover if Edith Pitwell is slso availshls.

Mr Douglas reported that Parikian was unwilling to
lead the Opera Orchestra next year, except on speecial

occasions, Agreed that it might be advissble to
drop him altogether.

Friday, 24th November, at 10.0 a.m, in Room 212,
- Broadeasting House, Langham Place. Please ask at

the Reception Desk for Mr Basil Douglas.

A R S O
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EHGLISH OPERA GROUP LTD.

MINUTES of meeting of Board of Directors held at 27 Sohe Square,
01.. imr. 17& mnm' 1,50, at 3 ” Delile

Rﬂ;ﬂl :
: regident @ The Right Hon. The Earl of Harewood.
Directors :  J. He Lewrie (in the chaiy) ;

Isedor Caplan j;

8ir Kenneth Clerk, K.C.B. ;
Anthony Gishfeord ;

The Hon. T.M. Horder ;

Erwin Steiln.
Artistic Director: Benjamin Britten.
An sttendance : Bagll Douglas ;
L. Periton H

Elizabeth Sweeting ;
He F. Wallis.

The Minutes of the previcus meeting were spproved and signed.

Mr. Caplan reported that the premises in Portland Place
could not be cbtained. He would continue his seerch.

Mr. Caplan confimed that all possible steps would be teken
to recover the money owed Lo the company by Mr. Foy.

The Esrl of Harewood reported that negotistioms with Ssdler's
Wells appesred to indicate better terme then werc offered by the
Lyric, Hamnersmith ; discussions were contimuing.

A letter to the Opera CGroup performers asking for particulars
o:‘ og::tmdm debts was circulated and approved for signature by
t irman.

The Chaimman rted that he, with 8ir Kenneth Clark and

Mr. smin “Zritten met Sir Erncet Pooley end representatives
of the 8 Council ihat afterncon. They had put to the Arts
Couneil i.n the strongest terms the urgent need for further financial
assistance if the compsny were to svoid being put inteo immediste
nquimun. 8ir Ernest Pooley had agreed t0 ask the Arts
Couneil's Festival of Britain Cormittee for a gramt of £5,000 in
adddétion to thet already promised ; the answer would be conveyed to
the Chairman on Thuraday, 23rd November. The directors ed
with the decision to consider putting the Group into imms diate
liquidation if this granit were not forthcoming in full.
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ly. Britten reported that Messre. Boosey 4 Hawkes were
eonsidering giving the Orpup finencisl acsistance.

Subject to the slteretion of two minor items, the draft
1949 eccounts were spproved, and it wes resolved that the

Cheirmen, with one other director, should sign the Balance Sheet
es st 3lst December, 1949. '

“he nexi mecting of the Directors was fixed for Tuesday,
NHovember 28th, ot 2.30 or Monday, December Lth, at L3
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Present : Directors :

ENGLISH OPERA GROUEP IIfD.

‘ VINUTES of meeting of Board of Directors, held at 27 Soho Squere,

W.l., on TUESDAY, 28th NOVEMEER, 1950, at 2.30 p.m.

———

Mr. J. H. Iewrie (in the chair)
VYr. Isador Caplan ;

Mr. Anthony Gishford ;

The Hon, 7T.M.Horder ;

The Hon. James Smith ;

Vr. Erwin Stein.

we

Artistic Directors : ¥r. Benjamin Britten ;
Miss Anne Wood.

Arts Council Assessor: ¥r, Eric Walter White.

In attendance : Mr. Basil Douglas ;

Vr. Peter Pears ;
1, L. Periton ;
I‘aTI‘. H- Fc Wallis.

The Winutes of the previous Meeting were approved and signed.

Arising from those Minutes, the Chairman pointed out that in his letter

of November 17th he had made no reference to Messrs. Boosey & Hawkes Ltd. in
connection with the sale of film rights ; when writing of the generosity of
Vr. Britten, he ought to have added "and his publishers”.

Correspondence with the Arts Council as circulated was reported : -

Sir Frnest Pooley to Chairman, November 22nd ; Chairman to Sir Ernest Pooley,
November 22nd ; Sir Brnest Pooley to Chairman, November 28th.

(1)

(2

(3

)

}

It was agreed : -

that the English Opera Group should accept the Arts Council's offer and
carry on with a reduced programme which would involve no finanecial risk
to the Croup. Expenditure in 1951 was not now expected to exceed
£13,000, a sum which would be met by new guarsntees of £5,000 (£1,500
from Mesers. Boosey & Howkes and £1,500 from snother source) and by the
grants from the Arts Council.

that neither "THE SIEEPING CHIIDREN™ nor "DIDO AND AENEAS" should be
dropped.

that the Iondon season, together with the reproduction &f "VHE RAPE OF
TUCRETTA" (and consequently the visit to Wiesbaden) should be abandoned
unless it were found possible to be guaranteed against loss.

In viewd® the change in the Arts Council's attitude evidenced by the

letter of November 28th, the Chairman agreed to withdraw his offer of
resignation.

A letter from the Company of Four to the Arts Council, listing certain

complaints against the Croup in connection with the current tour of "LET'S

MATER

e |

AN OPERA", was read by lMr. White ond discussed. Mr. White undertook

to provide a copy of the letter, which would be referred to the Executive
Committee for answer.

Accommodation : No premises yet found.

Next meeting : No date arranged.
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(Hioute 19).

BNGLISH_ OPFRA. GROUB. 17D

ve Comeittee, held at 2, Orme Souare, W.1

——ﬁ’ Dn

The Barl of Harewcod (in the chair),
Miss Joan u'"\"'},

Mizs Anne Wood.

My Benjamin Britten.

Mr Basdl Colemen,

Hr John Piner.

Wr Erwin Stein.

Mr Basil Douglas.

Read and signed.

Premises in lslington reporied availsble for sale
Freehold. Mr Peter Banks imvestlcating.
dr Douglas reported discussions with ¥r Edward Clarke

md My Leonard Ienacs, of the B.3, f‘, 15 4 result of
shich it 1s hoped that the B,8.C. wllil sponsor the
arograime and ?"Lu'e us the use of the Concerd Hatly
_utudc'aqting House,

Mr George Chambe:finin hed written again, in ereoly Lo

flr Douglay, .,tr“r' ing
a *qui & nf '“\.

th irc c-?»n ‘L_.'::‘}{a.;:: diil oultiess
to Sadler’s VWells

the
Porward
revised

approved, and
i«'_{l":;-F:I'J, pe]

with

OPATAR Was
neerts dropped.
the schedule 1e Comnany of Four
gutinate,

8411l no reply from el ther ageni.

e Douglas tw parsue

Mr ¥Wilkinson had been zent our progossalg for the operag
with the names of the n»rincipal singers and conductors,
and a request for a fee of §,20C, Ho reply yet
received.

He had been sent the dates of the "Lucretia" performance:
and also of the concerts, and had acrapted, rrovided tha
the proposed tour of lermany with the Philharmonia
Orchestra did not materialise. Agreed that Geiger shou’
lead if itdd, but that Parikian should nevertheless bs
invited for the concerts; he could still be available
for these., « Geiger would lkad for the other osperas.

45. Holland Fesiival. Nothing further. (Minute 30).

ARe.Sompany of
{Minute 31).

lir Lewrig's reply to the Arts Comncil resd and epproved




47. ﬂﬂ.ﬁ@&% Miss A, Oreen(Mezzo-soorano), No.?Poas ible chorlste

Wy F.J.Starr. (Senor), No.
' #iss Y. Sargent. (mezso-gorranc). ¥o. ? Chorister,
Wiss E, McNab. (sonrao). Hear agalu sa Belinds
Mr F. Loriug. (baritome) Possivle '8idt.
Mo J. Havxwell., (ber! fcmo_}. Bear in mind.
» Misg T. Preston (soprans). Possivle Belinde and
Lwneia.
We J. Atking, (begz-bari t.che; 8 Ko, ?Possible chorist
Mr R. Standen. (baes). Hear agsin as
Collatinus,
Mr D. Wicks. (bass-baritone). No.,
Mr L., Andrews, {tener). No.
Hisa J. Clarke. (soprans), No.
Miss A. Anderson. (sopraro). Ho,
Misms I. Bage. (sopranq). No. ?Chorus,
Mise 8, Bourke. (meznosoprang). No.
48, Gsgeral Mamager. sz Wood suggested thsh Mr Lawrie should -“5(—3“1 &

letter to be sant to the company aad o,m"-' niteble
persons and insbitutions, amounclung that the Englisgh
Overa Grovo now hes a Genernl Manager ond a Snc,r_ etary
Mr Pouglas to coneult Me Lewrie,

49, 'Combatiimento'. b Approved that John Cranko bs invited to te
', choreogrspher, with Mr Fears md Mr Britten in charge
of the music. Mr Piper undertook to discuss with
iy Cranko, and to advise on the cholee of designes.

80, 'Dido’. % & abcommittee of Miss Cross, Mr Britten and ¥r Piper
fh empowsred to meet sad ducide on the question of
' deslgmed,

fa). Prof*:_,.g;." WMr Colemen expressed willingnmess to
procuce if the Comndtltec considered him the »zight
choica, bub seid he would like to know more shout the
opera.  Play-through with pismo fixed for Thuradey,
~ocenber 28th, ai 10.90 e.m. at 8, B%. George's Terrac:
e (mthrie, Mi‘ a2 Neneoy Fvens, azid Mr Norman }ums@m,
ghouid also be invited to atbead. The choics of a
cariain~relser, e.g. Holst's "The Wandering Scholar™
wmld depend on the t_m“lg of the opers ot this 01 a3
Through.

(b) Material., Pointed out that 1 the Faglish Opera
group navs for the materisl it willl own it. Mz
Ragedale to be asked whether he prefers to pay for 1t
himgelf.

{e). Casting. ¥r Guthrie ‘to be informed of the
Comttae's lack of confidance in his o preference for
John Camercms further names for consldiseailon -
Rodmrickjones, Otakar Krens, Stanley Pope.

52,'Let's Hake am 3 (&), Qugrent Bum. Reported that it was beginnimg to
Opera’. do good business and thot bookings after Christmas wer:
; he&vyc

- (b). The Company of Four reluctmt to spomgor a furthe:
tonr. Agreed to approsch Jack Hyltom and Fmile Little
and consult Stephen Ireland am@ Jack Moody. Hr Britis
wag confident e counld find suitable children in
Lowestoft ard was in touch vith the Wduveatlion
Authorities there.




52, (continued. ..

55. Augiralia.

fe). Agreed that a matinea should be given in aid of

the Musiciang' Benevolent Pund, if the Compsny of Four
approved. Mr Douglas to consult Kitty Black.

(d). Agreed to suggest another television appearance to

the ~B.-.B‘. Cfo

Agreed that the English Opera Group should make & three

months tour of Australia in the summer of 1952, It is
unlikely that there would be any new productions to show
in Furope in 1852, and it was consldered that for this
reason Aldeburgh, for example, would be content to do
without the Eaglish Onera Yroup.

Encouraging replies had been made in answer to enquiries
from the Cannes Fsstival (March) and from Professor Walter
Starkie, of the British Instimte in Madrid,althoagh it
was considered unlikely that the Fnglish Opera Group eould
vigit either Cannes or Spain in 1951.

Muir Matheson wished to put forward the names of Mlr Britte
and the English Opera Group as possible contributors to a
filn with a story by Bergai Nolbrandov, which would be
submitted to the National Film Finance Corporation.

- Approved, with reservations,

Agreed that taking everything into comsideration 3ruce

Boyce was the most sultable choice for the Vicar in Albert,
Herring, Mr Douglas to invite him to lsarn 1t. LAgreed
also that he was the second choice for Tarquinius after
Otakar “ravs.

# oW o% %N R
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