THE _ENGLISH_ OPERA _GROUP_ LIMITED,
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PRESIDENT The Rarl of Harewood. v

DIRECTORS : Mr J., H., Lawrie (Chairman).

lir Isador Caplan.
Mr Anthony Gishford.
The Hon. Mervyn Horder.
Sir arthur Jarratt.
Mr Denis Rickett.
Mr Nicholas Sekers (see below).
Mr Erwin Stein,
Mr Derek Young.

ARTISTIC DIRECTORS: Mr Benjamin Britten.
Mr Basil Coleman.
Mr John Piper.
Miss Anne Wood,

GENERAL MANAGER: Mr Basil Douglas.
SECRETARY: Mr Isador Caplan.
REGISTERED CFFICE: 115, Chancery Lane, London, W,C.Z2.

l. DIRECTORS:

(a)e The Board accepted with regret the resignation of Sir
Kenneth Clark, K,C.B., because of his appointment as
Chairman of the Arts Council of Great Sritain. Sir
Kenneth was one of the original Directors of the Group,
and was indeed the first Chairman of the Board. His
services to the Group were of the greatest value.

(b)e Mr Nicholas Sekers was invited to join the Board, though
his formal appointment did not take place until April, 1953.

(¢)s Sir arthur Jarratt and Mr Derek Young who were appointed
during the year, together with uMr Sekers, retire from the
Board, and Mr Isador Caplan, Mr anthony Gishford and The
Hon. Mervyn Horder retire by rotation. All of them being
eligible, offer themselves for re-election.

2. MEMBERSHIP:

The number of members of the Company remained at 21 during
the year.

3. REPERTORY:

There was one new production during the year - "LOVE IN
A VILLAGE", a new musical version by Arthur Oldham of the
Ballad Opera by Bickerstaffe - which was given three
performances at the Aldeburgh Festival.

Of the Group's other operas, only "LET'S MAKE AN OPERA.)"
was performed during the year, It was given for a third
season at the Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith, from December
26th 1951 to January 26th 1952, and, although this season
resulted in a loss, a high standard of performance was
achieved.

4. CONCERTS:

The Group presented six concerts in the Victoria and
Albert Museum during the season 1951/52, and a further
series of five concerts was in course of presentation
at the end of the year. These were generally regarded
as a distinguished artistic contribution to London's
musical life.
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The Group also presented eight concerts in the provinces,
which were most successful artistic occasions, and good
propaganda was done on behalf of the Group and the ®nglish
Opera Group Association.

The concerts produced a satisfactory profit, mainly owing
to the generosity of the advertisers who had supported
the Group by taking space in the programme.

BROADCASTS:

The Group gave studio broadcasts of "LOVE IN A VILLAGE"
and "THE BEGGAR'S OPERA" and Holst's "SAVITRI"; three
of the concerts were also repeated in the studio.

ENGLISH OPERA GROUP ASSOCIATION:

There were numerous activities of the Association during
the year, including a most successful Opera Ball at the
Royal restival Hall on October 28th, These activities
showed a profit of £638., and at the end of the year the
Association held an accumulated fund of £966., towards

a new production by the Group. The Directors and
Artistic Directors note with pleasure and appreciation
the spirited co-operation of the Committee and members
of the Association.

ACCOUNTS :
_(a).

The Arts Council grant remained at £3,000., subscriptions
under covenant amounted to £266., 16s., 7d., and the earnings
for the year were £11,016, 16s. 1ld. The total income of

£14,283, 12s. 8d. exceeded the year's expenditure by
£159, U8, 114

The total excess of income over expenditure since the
incorporation of the Company is now £820. Ls. 2d.

The total amount of the guarantees of the members of the
company is now £6,910. 0Os. 0d.

+ + + + 4+ + + +

10th December, 1953,
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Account which are in agreement with the books of account.

LOANS.

CURRENT LIABILITIES.

Sundry Oreditors & Accrued Charges
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT.
- - i

Excess to date of Income over
Expenditure

ANTHONY GISHFORD)

) Directors.

ERVIN STEIN )

Note: A Grant of £3,000 was made by the Arts
Council of Great Britain in respect of
their year 1952/53 and the whole of
this sum has been included in these

aocounts.

Balance brought forward es at
lst Januery 1951.
Depreciation and Amounts written off.
Interest on Loans.
Auvditors! Remuneration.

Income Tax deducted from Subsoriptions received

under Deed of Covenant.
Balance, oerried to Balance Sheet

ENGLISH ==E PERA
(Company limited by
BAIANCE SHEET as at 3l

1951
1,800. 0. 0 2,050 L.

861, 1l. 9 834

820. 4, 2 361
II.

£34481e 511 £3 4245

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT for the

- - o 3’756
1,141,111, 1 5,839
60,12, 11 84

26. 5. 0 105
122.14. 7 110
820. 4. 2 361
2,171, 7. 8 £10,255

We have obtained all the information and explanations which, to the best of our know
proper books of account have been kept by the Company, so far as appears from our examination .

In our opinion and to the best of .

the information required by the Companies! Act 1948 in the manner so required, and the Balance
December 1952, and the Income & Expenditure Account gives a true and feir view of the excess o

115, Chancery lane, WsCe 2.

4th Decembe
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d by Guarantee)

; 3lst DECEMBER 1952.

1951
I. FIXED ASSETS.
Scenery & Properties, at cost. §5,801l.12. 0
Less Depreciation & amounts
written Off to date. 5,701. 12, 0 100. 0. O 100
Costumes, at ocost. 3,832, 0. 9
Less Depreociation & amounts
written off to date 35732, 0 9 100, 0. O 100
Musiocal Instruments, at cost. 125. 0. O
Less Depreciation to date. 25. 0. 0 100. 0. O 125
0ffice Furniture, at cost 136 1, O
Less Depreclation to date. 40, 3. O 94,18. 0 102
Touring Paokages, at cost. 104.16. 0
Less Depreciation to date. 66,13, 0 38. 3., 0 51
Music Meterial = Vooal Scores,
etco &"b OOS'bo 84' Bt 0
Less Depreciation to date. _30. 8. 0 54. 0. O 68
Sundry Equipment, at cost 83, 2. 5
Less Depreci&tion 'bo date. 35, 12:11 4T, 9 6 534,10, 6 59 605
II. CURRENT ASSETS.
Sundry Debtors. 1,638,14. 0O 1,497
Payments in Advancs, 74414, O 241
Cash in Hand. 5. O« O 70
Cash in Bank = Subsoriptions Aocount. 390. 5. 6 -
Cash in Bank. 838. lell 2,946,115, 5 832 2,640
£3,481. 5.1l £3,245
the year ended 3lst DECEMBER 1952.
By Balance brought forward as at lst January 1952. 36l. 2. 6 -
" Net Income after charging all Produotion Expenses
(except Soenery & Costumes), Running Expenses and
Management and Overhead Expenses. 1,383,13.11 10,266
" Income Tax recoversble on Covenanted Subscriptions
up to 31lst December, 1952. 426411. 4 -
825471 T 9 £1C,255
faea
knowledge and belief, were necessary for the purposes of our audit. In our opinion

ion of those books. We have examined the above Balance Sheet and Inoome & Expenditure

of our information, and according to the oxplenstions given us, the seid Aocounts glve
ance Sheet gives a true and fair view of the state of the Compeny's affairs as at 3lst
ss of inoome over expenditure for the year ended on that date.

yember 1953. A.T, Chenhalls & Co.

Chartered Accountants.



THE ENGLISH OPERA_GROUP LIMITED

A. PROPOSED ACTIVITIES DURING THE YEAR ENDING 31st MARCH, 1955%¢-

l. NEW OFERAS: (a) Benjamin Britten's new opera, “The Tower
- and_the Lake™, based on the short story by

Henry Jemes, "The Turn of the Screw", is
scheduled for the Vonice Festival in mid-
September and for four performances at Sadler's
Wells during the Group's season October 4th =
16th. We have also begun negotiations for
a visit with this opsera to the Berlin Festival
before the Sadler's liells season.

(b). Lennox Berkeley's one-ect opera, " A
Dinmmer Engagement", will have 1ts premiérs at
the Aldeburgh Festival, and will also be heard
at the York Festival, tho Taw and Torridge
Festival, and at Sadler's Wells in October.

2. REVIVAILS: ta) "The Rape of Lucretia" (Britten). This
will be given in thc Schloss Schwetzingen in
May, in Aldcburgh, York and Sadlcr's ‘ells.

(b). "Love in a Village" (Bickerstaffe -
Oldham), “will be g ven in Aldeburgzh, York,
Barnstaplc (Tew % Torridgo), and at Sadlor's
Wolls.

(¢). "Tho Beggar's Opora" (Gay - Britten),
will be givon at Sadlor's Tells in 1ts now
production by liichacl Langham,

5. CONCERTS: Another serics of concerts is being plannod
for next winter,

4, THE ENGLISH The Assoclation, which now numbecrs just over
OPERA. GROUP® 500 membors has promised to give £2,000
ASSOCIATION: towards tho production costs of our two now

operas, and 1is plenning a furthor serices of
talks and entertainments for noxt winter.

On Juns 22nd, they are organising another Opera
Ball in tho Royal Festival Hall. These Balls

have proved an ocxcollent sourcc of publicity and
propagenda for tho Group, and make a substantial o«
contribution t~ thc¢ Group's revonuc.

In Februsry it is planned to give a Concert
Rcading of anothor new opera.

"5, PROGRAUME (a) A now opera is belng commissioncd for
For 1955 performanco during 1955,

(b) Discussions are procceding for a tour of
Italy and Germeny in the spring, a visit to
tho Holland Fostival, end wo have a;ain boen
invitod to Aldeburgh and to Taw and Torridge.
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Be. The FINANCIAL ASPECTS of the programmc during tho yoar
ending 31lst March, 1955, arc as follows &=

Profit.  Loss.

— e ——

1. SCHEWETZINGEN
FESTIVAL:
(May 8th & 9th)

Profit on Running Costs. £700 -

2. ALDEBURGH
FESTIVALS
(Juno 12€h-20th)

Loss on Running Costs. - £100.

3. YORK FESTIVAL:
Tﬁun? 28th - July
3rd ).

Running Costs covercd - -

4, TAW % TORRIDGE
TESTIV.L:
;Auaust ist - 8th).

Loss on Running Costs. - £100,

5, VENICE FESTIV.LL: Profit on Running Costs

£5 ’0001 -
{Scptombor 1dth -

15th).
6. SADLER'!'S E_“£§ Loss on Running Costs. - £1,300.
(Octobor 4th = NeBe. Running Costs approx.£4,500.
16th) Takings, on 50%
capacity approx. £3,2004
7 . MM C 1%} Small prOfit . £50 . -
£5,750. £1,500
1,800
Not profit on Running Costs £4,250.
SULWARY 8
Roproduction Costss "Tho Rapc of Lucrotia”. 700.
- s "Lovo in a Villago“ 750.
¥ . "The Boggar's Opora 1,000.
Production Costs: "4 Dinn.r Engagomo nt" 1,500,
n " "Tho Towecr and tho Lako". 4,500,
8,450.
idd s=  Ovorhoad Costs., . 3,000.
Proposcd Commission of Now Opcra 250
: 11,700,
Deduct ¢- Not profin (as abova). 4,250
Contribution oxpocted from theo
English Opura Group Association. 2,000
6,250.
6,250
5,450 L ]
GRANT roquircd from the Lrts Council in ordor to make e -
this programme offcctive - say $- £5,500.

4th March 1954

Opura Group,
25, Wigmoro Placo, W,1.
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DIREZCTORS' REPORT for the year ended 3lst December,

1953.
SRESIDINT ¢ The Jarl of Harewnod.
DIRECTORS: dr J. H. Laewrie (Chairman),

lir Isador Caplan.

sr Anthony Gishford.
The Hon. Wervyn Horder.
8ir Arthur Jarratt.

Mr Denis Rickett.

gr Micholas SBekers.

Mr Erwin sStein.

ir Derek Young.

ARTISTIC DIRECTORS: r Benjamin Britten.
lir Basil Coleman.
Mr John Piper.
Miss Anne Wood.
GENERAL MANAGER: Mr Basil Douglas.
SECRETARY : wr Isador Caplan.
REGISTIRED O"ICE: 115, Chancery Lane, London, ', C. 2.

l. DIRECTORS:
Kr J. H. Lawrie,p Denis Rickett and ir frwin Stein retire

from the Board by rotatiszi. 4All of them being eligible offer
theinselves for re-election.

2. MENMBE SHID:

The numbei of members of the Company has increased to
twenty~-four.

3. REPERTORY:

"ALBERT HERRINC" (Britten) was revived for peqformances
at the yiesbaden and aildeburgh Festivals.

"THE BECM.-R'S OPZIRA" (Gay-Britten) was revived for the
Taw and Torridge Festival in a new production by Michael Langham,

L. THE TAW AVD TORRIDGT FESTIVAL:

Under the Artistic Direction of the Group, although it
was not thelr financial responsibility, this new Testival based
on the North Devon towns of Bideford, Barnstaple and I1fracombe,
was considered an artistic success des»ite a finaneial loss,. A8
@ result the Taw and Torridge Festival Society Limited has been
formed and arrangements are being made for a second Festival in
August 1954, For this Pestival the Group will not act officially
as artistic Directors, but will provide most of the musical items,
including two performances of opcra.

5. CONCERTS:

The Group presented five concerts in the Viectoria and
Albert lMuseum during the Season 1952/53, and a further series
was in course of presentation at the end of the year. A concert
was also given at the 2oyal Testival Hall on November 17th, the
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programme consisting of 'William Walton's "7Pagade" and a new Cantata
by Stravinsky.

Operatic cencerts were also given i Bristol, ianchester,
Newcastle, and Nottingham in April, with the prinecipals eof the
English Opeia Group introduced by ucrd Harcwood,

6s BROADCASTS:

At the end of the year the 3, 7.7, engaged the Grou: to give
two performances of the 3allad Opera " S0TLY" and commissioned John
Addison to realise the music from tha orlglﬁal airs.

T THE B CGLISH 01174 CROU2 A330CIATLON:

- Numcrous activities were again organlsed by the ..ssociation,
.‘ncluding a concert reading of Lennox Berkeley's "NRTLSON', The
Directors and Artistic Directors are pleased to note that this opera
is to be produced at Sadler's Vells in September 1954, The number
of members was approximately 500 at the end of the year, when an
accumulated fund of £2,000 (including covenanted subsceriptions), was
held towards a new productlon by the Group.

8., ACCOUNTS::
(a)s The arts Council grant vas inercased from £3,000 to
£4,000; subscriptions under covenant am0unu d to £ 271 and
the earnings for the year were 2 10,526 The total income of £ 15,025
exceeded the year's expenditure by £ 27.

(b)e The total excessoof income over expenditure sinee the
incorporation of the Company is now £

(¢c)s The tetal amount of the guarantees of the members eof
the company is new £6910,

26th larch, 1954,




I. LOANS

II, CURRENT LIABILITIES

Sundry Creditors & Accrued Charges

III. INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

Excess to date of Income over Expenditure

I. CAPIAN )
) Direotors
ANTHONY GISHFORD )

NOTE: A grant of £4,000 was made by the Arts
Council of Great Britain in respect of
their year 1953/54 and the whole of
this sum has been inoluded in these
Accounts.,

To Depreciation & Amounts written off
% Interest on Loan
" Auditors Remuneration
" Inocome Tax deducted from Subscriptions
received under Deed of Covenant
" Balance oarried to Balance Sheet

NGLISH OPERA_

2 ’0500 e -

1,021, 8,10

846.17. 1

£3,918s 5611

(Company limited by
BALANCE SHEET asg at 3151

1952

1,800

861

820

£3,4481

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT for the

970-19- berc
5l.19. 9
78. 15- -

12115 7
846.17. 1

£2,070. 6. 5

—_—————

1,142
60
26

123
820

£2,171

_

We have obtained all the information and explanations which, to the best of
opinion proper books of Account have been kept by the Company, so far as appears from
Income & Expenditure Account which are in agreement with the Books of Account. In ow
given us, the said Accounts give the information required by the Companies! Act 1948 i
state of the Companyts affeirs as at 3lst December, 1953, and the Income & Expenditure

the year ended on that date.

115, Chanocery Lane, WaeCa2,

11th Hay, 1



RA GROUP LTD
d by Guarantee)

_3lst DECEMBER, 1953.

1952
I. FIXED ASSETS
Scenery & Properties, at cost 6,528.12, 1
Less Depreciation & amounts
‘Wri'b'ben Off 'bO d.ate 6,428. 12- 1 1000 - - 100
Costumes, at cost 3,987.19. 5
Less Depreciation & amounts
written off ‘o date 5,887419¢ 5 1004 =. = 100
Musical Instruments, at cost R78s 2. 6
Less DeprGCiation to date T5.12¢ 6 202,10, = 100
Office Furniture, at cost 135, 1o =
Less Depreciation to date 47, 5. 3 87«16. 9 96
Touring Packages, at cost 104416, =
“Less Depreciation to date 764 34 9 284124 3 38
Music Maeterial = Voocal Soores
etc,, at cost 86+412s 5
Less Depreciation to date 41,12, 10 44,19, 7 54
Sundry Equipment, at cost 83s 24 5
Less Depreciation to date 45, 2410 37194 T 601lalTe 2 47 534
CURRENT ASSETS
Sundry Debtors 2,062, 6. 6 1,639
Payments in Advence 86elds = 75
Cash in Hand e =, = 5
Cash in Bank = Subseription Account 882,11, = 390
Cash in Bank 279« 17« 3 3,3169 8. 9 838 2’947
£3,918. 5.1l £3,481
—_————————
the year ended 3lst DECEMBER, 1953.
By Balance brought forwexd as at lst Janmuary 1953. 820. 4. 2 361
" Net Income after charging all Production Expenses
(exoept Soenery & Costumes), Running Expenses
and Management & Overhead Expenses. 1,128, 6. 8 1,384
" Income Tax recoverable on Covenanted Subscriptions
up to 3lst December, 1953, 121.15. 7 426
£2,070, 64 5 £2,171
e P
t of our knowledge and belief, were necessary for the purposes of our audit. In our

rom our examination of those books. We have examined the above Balance Sheet and
n our opinion end to the best of our information, and according to the explanations
48 in the mamner so required, and the Balance Sheet gives a true and fair view of the
‘ture Acoount gives & true and fair view of the excess of Income over Expenditure for

A,T, CHENHALLS & CO.

Vs 1954 Chartered Aocountants.
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